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(THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 12:05 P.M.)

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
We will start the Parks Committee meeting of July 31st. We will begin the meeting with the
Pledge of Allegiance led by Legislator Alden.

SALUTATION

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
Okay. We a number of cards; we’ll begin with Robert Baumann, oh, there you are in the back.

MR. BAUMANN:

Good afternoon, Madam Chair Lady, ladies and gentlemen of the committee and respected
citizens. My name is Bob Baumann, I’'m here representing SASI which is the Suffolk Alliances
Sportsman and as Regional Director for the New York State Rifle and Pistol Association. As has
been my obligation, pleasant obligation on several previous occasions I'm here to ask the
committee to continue its tremendous efforts toward ultimately reopening the Suffolk County
Trap and Skeet range as soon as possible. And to commend you for your efforts in that regard
and especially to thank your Chair Lady for her efforts towards that end. Thank you. Any
questions?

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:

Thank you. It’s funny that you’re here today because on our agenda we have a segment where
we’re going to ask the Commissioner to come up and give us an update on where we are with
Suffolk Trap and Skeets. So if you will bear with us we’ll all hear where we are. Thank you.
Next card is Bill Johnson, Suffolk Committee for Camping.

MR. JOHNSON:

Good afternoon and thank you for giving me this opportunity to talk today. My name is Bill
Johnson and I’'m the Vice President of the Suffolk Committee for Camping also known as the
SCC. We are a non-profit and a non-partisan organization and we represent the camping
community of Suffolk County. We meet monthly at the Ecology Center in Holtsville. Our mission
iIs to encourage family camping and preserve the values that it promotes.

We host an annual kick off and rally at the Cathedral Pines each year that is attended by over
400 camping units in excess of 2500 people. | am here today on behalf of our membership to
discuss a situation that exist in our parks today that we thought had been corrected several
months ago. Our members have expressed concern over the policy of restricting access to our
parks for campers.

Of all the Suffolk County Parks that offer camping, Blydenburgh, Cathedral Pines, and Southaven
have restricted access for camping to five days. After the Legislature has allocated funds to the
parks last spring we were under the impression that the parks would resume their normal
schedule and be backup to full capacity. We feel that the present schedule is not full capacity.

The past few years have been very good for RV dealers. They have all reported that their sales

have been much higher than in recent years. All aspects of recreational vehicles and the industry
associated with it has also reported an increase in camping and industries associated with it. |
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find it strange that with all this renewed interest in camping that a decision was made to reduce
the days available in our parks. We should be promoting camping in our parks and trying to
persuade campers to spend their time and their money in our parks in our counties instead of
making it more difficult for them to camp.

There is a three-page article in today’s Newsday on the joys of camping. It’'s a very good article
and it’s about New York State’s Parks, Hither Hills in particular, | believe. In today’s world of
electronic gizmos and mind numbing video games camping remains a perfect vehicle to preserve
the family values that camping represents. We should be encouraging camping not discouraging
it. 1 don’t know if any of you camp, but if you haven’t I'll ask you to visit a campground and walk
through it. You’ll be surprised at what hear. You won’t hear the binging, the banging, the
booming or any of the other noises that are driving us loony today. What you’ll hear instead is
conversations, yes, conversations. Conversations between fathers and sons, mothers and
daughters, friends and friends. And pretty soon as you walk through you too will be caught into
a conversation and a discussion of anything from the weather to what’s wrong with our parks
today. You see all of us thought that conversation and person to person interaction was lost
today, but it really isn’t lost it just went camping.

In closing I'd like to say that the Suffolk Committee for Camping is opposed to closing any of our
parks. We want our parks available seven days a week as advertised and we expect you as our
representatives to do everything in your power to see that the camping and the family values
associated with it is not compromised. We would like to go on record as being opposed to the
closing of any of our parks. Restricting access to any of our parks or otherwise reducing the
amount of days available to our members and their families for camping. Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
Thank you. Does anyone have any questions? Thank you. Barbara Kenney, the South Shore
Soccer Club.

MS. KENNEY:

Good afternoon and thank you for giving me this opportunity to speak before you. My name is
Barbara Kenney and I'm the President of the South Shore Soccer Club also known as the West
Babylon Soccer Club an organization that provides over 850 children between the ages of four

and nine with a safe environment which to learn and enjoy the game of soccer. The program’s
membership, it's players are just not West Babylon residents. They are from townships as far

west as Massapequa, as far east as Islip and as far north as Commack.

The South Shore Soccer Club, through a licensing agreement with the County uses Van
Bourgondien Park as a home for its program which runs approximately eight months out of the
year. Although it may seem that the current configuration of the park would provide adequate
field space for the needs of the players only 80% of the program is able to practice and play on
those fields. The balance of the program is farmed out to the West Babylon School District fields,
which have become over crowded do to increased enrollment and the establishment of additional
school teams. Community youth organizations are only permitted use of school facilities after all
school functions have been completed. That means that community youth organization games
cannot be played until after 1 P.M. on Saturday and practice cannot take place until after 5 PM
weekdays. Not to mention the fact that parents with more than one child playing in the program
must either split themselves up or single parent households must find adequate car pool
arrangements when their children are playing home games on two different fields.

By opening the treed area at Van Bourgondien Park and creating additional fields an entire
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program can be housed there. Parents will find comfort in all of their children being in one place
and school fields will become available for other uses. The treed area has become a hang out for
drug and alcohol abuse, a place for homeless not to mention a dumping ground for debris. This
property needs to be put to better use.

During my 23 years of experience as a volunteer in this program | have watched as fields -- field
availability in the Town of Babylon has become a major issue for every community youth
program. Fields require refurbishment and when they are shutdown to do this, where do the
programs go? This spring, after being granted the use of four acres of land at Our Lady of Grace
Church, the soccer club was approached by the Town of Babylon with a field shortage situation.
A local lacrosse program had no where to play. The soccer club agreed to the lacrosse program’s
use of the field at the church. After all, aren’t we doing this for our children?

Van Bourgondien Park has become a fine example of what a successful partnership between
community organizations and local government can be. During the last five or six years the
South Shore Soccer Club has established a lawn maintenance program with a local field
maintenance firm which fertilizes and seeds and maintains the field at a cost of approximately
$15 to 16,000 per year. All of the money raised in our concession pays for the maintenance,
which allows our program money to be spent on the children. The Town of Babylon cuts the
grass, picks up the garbage and does repairs and maintenance which this season has included
restripping of the parking lot, replacement of the playground equipment while the County has
helped in the repair of the irrigation system that was so desperately needed.

In the last two years the Town of Babylon summer soccer program has run at Van Bourgondien.
In keeping with the partnership the soccer club has volunteered to line the fields and provided
soccer goal posts and nets. During the fall and spring seasons, there are several women’s soccer
teams that apply throughout the town for -- I'm sorry, through the town for the use of the park’s
full size field. The soccer club arranges its Sunday schedule to allow time for these teams as
well. Fields are in short supply.

In closing, | urge you to approve this proposal and send it on its way for a vote. Communities
need a place to play. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
Thank you. Any questions? Okay. Thank you very much. The next speaker is Ann Maguire
regarding the Little Red School House.

MS. MAGUIRE:

Good afternoon. | was hoping that | would be able to come here today and bring good news that
we had spoken to Allan Binder to get a resolution to have this building dedicated the way it was
suppose to many years ago. But there seems to be a problem, Mr. Binder won’t speak to us so
we’re kind of at a halt. | went to his office we’ve made phone calls. So what do you do when
your Legislator won’t talk to you?

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
You remember it at election time.

MS. MAGUIRE:
Oh, | will believe me.
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CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:

I guess on your behalf as the chair of the committee | will write him a letter stating that you
have reached out to him numerous times without any response and would he please contact
you. And I'll give him a copy of your card so that he can reach you. It does have a phone
number and it does have an address.

MS. MAGUIRE:

Could I ask you, there was a list of questions that were submitted by the Library Committee
asking for answers and it was passed on to the attorney’s. Have the questions been answered
and could | find out what the answers were?

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
Commissioner Gordon.

COMMISSIONER GORDON:
(inaudible)

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
Okay. We will hear from the Commissioner.

MS. MAGUIRE:

Okay. Then my other concern is | believe September 1st. the Art League is hoping to be in their
new building and then Elwood people are going to be left with an empty building that is falling
apart and what are we going to do about it? Okay. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
Thank you. Ronan Mulvey. We did appoint Mr. Mulvey; he is here to give us -- they promised to
give us an update on cultural affairs every quarter and | believe that’s what you’re here to do.

MR. MULVEY::
Thank you for having me. | made copies of the letter | gave to you with the enclosure. Do you
want me to hand that out?

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
My aide will come and get it and hand it out; you can continue to speak and she’ll pick it up for
you.

MR. MULVEY::

I’m Ronan Mulvey and I’'m with the Citizens Advisory Board for the Arts and I've been on that
committee for four years now at least since the year 2000. And the function of the committee as
you know is to make the allocation of money for the arts and make the recommendation for
allocation, which eventually is approved by the Legislator. What I've come up with is changes
that I'd like to see in the Chapter 68 of the Suffolk County Code which was created under Local
Law #8-1978 that would make it | believe a better operation and an improved operation. And I'll
read from my write up; making these changes would increase (I’'m giving now this is the rational
to support it) making these changes would increase the maximum members of the Citizens
Advisory Board from 15 to 18. The change would increase the size of the Board to allow a
member from each legislative district. Currently we have 15 people allowed on the Board and of
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them there’s probably 11 of those seats have been filled, but I think we can improve it if we
assure that there is a representative from every legislative district. That would ensure that
everywhere in the Suffolk County there is a representative sitting at their Board not only to
support all Suffolk County, but to support the arts events that are occurring in their area.

Increasing the Board members involvement in the non-profit organization in their district will
better serve the legislator would better serve the art organizations in the area. And it would
make sure that we have a total representation in there. At present too, | think we should start
taking a look at the distribution of funding throughout the entire County looking at each area to
ensure that each area serves somebody equally not as a hard rule, but just to make it one of the
consideration that the Art Advisory Board makes when its sitting down looking at the
applications. Now | sat through many of these reviews. We’'re sitting down there we have
approximately 100 applications. | think last year is was 110 and it’s six hour review time that
gives you about three minutes to each application which the person submitting the application
probably spend 80 hours or a 100 hours or whatever it took them to do it. It’'s a very quick
review and many times we do not know when we’re looking that application nobody is sitting
there is familiar with that organization. If you give the responsibility to the representative on the
Board from that district to make sure that everybody that day whoever they are that’s the
representative has a personal knowledge of the organizations. We breakdown that most
representatives on the Board, but maybe only five or six organizations to look at. Some would
run a little high; some a little low, but at least that would have sat down talked to these people.
Help them fill out the applications if necessary and maybe cleanup some of the errors and things
that occur that are on the application before it even comes here.

So what I'm trying to do -- and that is the intent of the current law. If you read the law it clearly
states that you should represent both the local and the overall Suffolk County. And | believe in
this way, the overall functions of the Citizens Advisory Board would be approved. Do you want
me to go into the details of how I'd like each law changed?

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:

No. | think it’'s very clear; it’s clear to me on what you handed out which is appreciated. Unless
anyone else has a -- no. So this would be excellent. We’ll review it and maybe we’ll discuss it
and if it’s agreed upon by the committee. Perhaps we’ll put in a resolution to make those
changes co-sponsored by everyone on the committee.

MR. MULVEY:
Oh, that would be excellent.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
Okay.

MR. MULVEY:
Thank you. Would | find that out by attending the next committee meeting --

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:

I will have my aide remind me to call you as soon as we discuss it with the committee and then
we’ll let you know what we’re doing. | appreciate you coming though; thank you very, very
much.

MR. MULVEY:
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Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
You’re a nice active participant in this committee and thank you we appreciate it. The next
speaker is Salvatore Pentecoste.

MR. PENTECOSTE:

Good afternoon everyone. As you can see I'm dressed for camping, but | have no place to go. A
couple of months ago | spoke to the committee here in reference to camping. | spend all my
money upstate New York, Pennsylvania -- any place | can go camping, but because of medical
conditions my driving is curtailed a little bit. | have grandchildren to go camping with, three
granddaughters, and two grandsons. | teach them camping and | want to go camping here on
Long Island. | spend a lot of my money in the summer months in Riverhead -- Indian Island
Park -- Cathedral Pines a wonderful place. In our group we are very clean, self-supporting. We
make sure we leave the park the same condition that it came in. With the closing of the parks or
the number of days you go camping you’re curtailing me from doing anything. | can pick up my
grandchildren now and say let’s go camping, they would go, but the idea is when, where and
what days you’re open and what days you’re closed?

I represent the Long Island -- I'm sorry, the Lightening Bugs. We light the way for the campers.
We want to spend as much time in Long Island as possible. Number one, we’d rather spend our
money here. I’ll be running the Octoberfest. I'll be running the Polish Festival here in Indian
Island Park. I'm the so called wagon master that day and I’'m in charge of our group. And we
have all the people in our camping club coming in. We want to camp in Long Island; we want to
spend our money here. The money should stay here in Suffolk County not upstate New York, not
in Canada, not in Pennsylvania. So I'm here to say please keep the parks open and let me bring
my grandchildren in. They are our future campers and they’re going to be your future people
that will elected everybody to the board and politics and etc. And my grandchildren, especially
my nine year old granddaughter, she loves the camping especially when we go to Indian Island
Park. | take her fishing there; whatever fish we get we’re lucky, but I'm teaching her camping.
We bring our own racks; we clean the park when we leave. We are self-supporting and the
reason I’'m bringing this up to -- a lot of my friends are golfers. Now | don’t know how much a
square inch it cost to maintain a golf park, but I can tell you how much it cost to square inch for
camping. All we need is the custodian there to register when we come in and the park man that
picks up the garbage. A lot of times I'll take the black bag and bring it home. | have a gigantic
cesspool inside my house to bring my own waste. So everything I’'m doing to keep the park
clean is being done and so is all members of my camping club. So please let the parks stay open
for as long as you possibly can.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
Just to respond on behalf of this body we did put in a resolution to re-open the County Parks. It
was passed, but that has been ignored. It is not the Legislature that is closing the parks.

MR. PENTECOSTE:
I know that.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:

We have put in money and we made sure that the money was already in the budget and it has
been a different decision, not the Legislature’s.
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MR. PENTECOSTE:
Can | interrupt you for a minute, dear? By the way I’'m so use to yes, dear and no, dear. My
wife’s got me trained.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
I kind of like the dear.

MR. PENTECOSTE:
Why is it they have money for the golfers, but no money for the campers? That’s the part that’s
bugging me.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
We’re going to hear from the Commissioner in a couple of minutes and maybe we can get some
of those answers.

MR. PENTECOSTE:

Okay. Now the second group of people I represent is the United Shooting Club of Long Island
Incorporated. We are losing members only because we have no place to shoot and if we do find
a place shoot the neighbors are complaining about the noise. We make sure now we don’t shoot
early in the morning. Now we wait till 10:30, 11:00 o’clock we get our group together. We're
losing a lot of members to the Peconic Sportsman’s Club. I tried for an application | think it’s
going to take me six or seven years before | get on there maybe, I'm too old. I'm 74%% years old
right now and can’t wait that long, okay. So I'm looking to shoot locally, | believe the park is on
Horseblock Road. | would like to see that open so this way | can shoot and we also train the
kids. We have instructors; we have people who make sure that the weapons are handled the
right way, etc. My group asks, please let us go shooting. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
Thank you very much for taking the time to come out and address us. Georgia Lheron regarding
the Little Red School House.

MS. LHERON:

Good afternoon. | know that you’re going to address the issue of the Little Red School House,
but I hope in the addressing | could find out what the status is, whether its parkland or not cause
I know that is something they were deciding. And what is the status of the negotiation between
the Elwood Public Library and Suffolk County? And is there a plan for the School House and what
is it? In March | brought you pictures of the horrible condition of the School House. It’s now four
months later and they’re holding children’s summer programs there and | drove past there this
morning and | don’t see that any repairs at all have been done. The stoop is still just as broken
and $6,000 worth of rent has been collected over the four months which would have at least
fixed the stoop so it that it wasn’t a liability. 1 myself am a landlord and if | had a building in this
kind of deplorable condition I think the town would be on my back about it.

I would stop there on the way here to just to check to see what had been done so | could have
the most recent update. And | had also brought to your attention the dumping that’s being done
behind this School House which nothing has been done to clean it up. And because nothing has
been done and the School House looks neglected the people who own the property next to this
School House who had originally done a little dumping have now done ten times more. There
now is a wall of broken concrete and debris and more of their yard waste has been bulldozed by
one of the bobcats into Suffolk County property. Now their property is nice and clean and devoid
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of tree stumps and trees which are also piled up in a big long line along the new fence. And now
the cost of cleaning this property is going to be ten times more than it was before because its
been neglected.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
Legislator Alden.

LEGISLATOR ALDEN:

If we can determine that the debris, the stumps and the concrete came from that other property
number one, that’s a criminal act and number two, it’s a civil act that can be punished both
criminally and with civil penalties. And we can recoup the cost of that kind of clean ups. So I'm
pretty sure that the Commissioner hearing those comments is probably going to call the Police
Department or send her own Park Police out to investigate that because that’s something where
Suffolk County can actually recoup.

MS. LHERON:

Yes. | was going to ask you to do that because | had given the pictures of the before so you
have a very good case. And I'd like to see them prosecuted because there is | mean, there’s
weeds and stuff where you would have access from the School House and there is no trace that
anyone has ever used the School House as access.

LEGISLATOR ALDEN:

If as you say if there’s tracks of a little cat or something pushing things from one property to the
other I’'m sure that that we can establish a little bit of a, you know, evidence that would indicate
they are the responsible party.

MS. LHERON:

Okay. Thank you. And in closing | -- Ann Maguire has said she has tried to contact Legislator
Binder, | too have had no luck whatsoever and | would appreciate my name being added to any
correspondence. | was at his office for a meeting and gave him a list of questions | had about
the School House and never got a response. | tried e-mailing him and it was too
successful so | stopped by and | specifically asked for a response | didn’t even get a yes, | have
received this. So I too would like to be included in that. We had a meeting scheduled that was
cancelled and wasn’t rescheduled so | would appreciate some kind of a -- so that -- cause we’re
trying to have it dedicated and everyone says, talk to your Legislator, but we’re not having too
much luck.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:

Okay. I will make sure that in my letter to Legislator Binder that your name and address and
hopefully phone number is included with that letter that he has ignored you. Thank you. We
have Michelle Isabelle-Stark and then I understand we also have Mary Anne Jedrlinic. You’ll
correct me on the pronunciation so we’ll have you follow.

MS. ISABELLE-STARK:
Good afternoon. At the Chair’s request our department was --

MS. SCHMIDT:
Please state your name.

MS. ISABELLE-STARK:
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Oh, my name is Michelle Isabelle-Stark. At the Chair’s request our department was asked for an
update of the cultural affairs program at today’s meeting. So | thought I'd just give you a brief
overview of what I've been doing the last couple of months. 90% of the 80 grant recipients I've
met with personally to have them sign their contracts with the County. And there are eight
remaining that I still have to get to. I've met with the advisory board which includes Ronan
Mulvey who’s very active and that’'s going well. We’re trying to refine the program to make it
more efficient and better for our arts groups.

I have gone to virtually every theater in Suffolk County and then personally with the executive
directors to find out what their issues are and how we can help them better. I've created an
audit form that will be used next year 2004 where the Arts Advisory Board or myself and/or
myself will actually go to the performances of our grant recipients and audit their performance.
And so we will have something that’s measurable. Us to now we haven’t actually had formal
auditing or measurement of the program.

I’'m also responsible for promoting film developments in Suffolk County. And I have talked to
many of the town and village clerks who issue film permits throughout the County to developed a
method where they can automatically forward me their permits so that | can start keeping track
of the production in Suffolk County which is substantial. The (inaudible) multiplier effect of both
film of both film making and cultural arts is significant; it’s between two and three. To give you
an example we had one feature film that was in Montauk for seven days. Their budget for those
seven days was $7 million.

There is an article in Newsday yesterday, which talked about the positive economic impact to
small businesses of the film making business in the County. So -- and I've also created a
monthly newsletter for our arts organizations informing them about various work shops I'll be
doing and grant opportunities that they might not be aware of.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
Could you forward all of the work that you’re doing to the committee so that we can share it with
the committee members also?

MS. ISABELLE-STARK:
Sure, I'd be happy to do that. So that’s pretty much where I’'m at right now.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
It's a lot.

MS. ISABELLE-STARK:
Yeah, it's a lot.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
Thank you.

MS. ISABELLE-STARK:
You're welcome.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:

Obviously, you’re doing a great job and we do appreciate it because in the years that I've been
on the Parks Committee, number one, we never gotten any reports really of cultural affairs. And
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number two, certainly we didn’t realized what went into it and how much can go into it. On
behalf of the committee we thank you for all of the work that you’re doing and please pass that
on to your boss who we are very happy with. Thank you very, very much.

MS. ISABELLE-STARK:
Great. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
Mary Ann, come on up. This is on IR 1161 appointing Mary Anne --

MS. JEDRLINIC:
Jedrlinic.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
Okay. As a member of the Suffolk County Vanderbilt Museum Commission.

MS. JEDRLINIC:
Hi, good afternoon. | was not expecting to speak, but I'd like to say I'm looking forward to being
a member of the Suffolk County Vanderbilt Museum Commission. That’s about it.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
Can you give us a little bit about your background?

MS. JEDRLINIC:

Currently, I'm a Spanish teacher at Candlewood Middle School in Dix Hills, New York. I've been
there for two years. Prior to that I'd been a teacher at St. John the Baptist Diocesan High School
in West Islip for two years. Prior to that | was home for ten years taking care of my three
children and before that | was in advertising and marketing, vice president for a big cooperation.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
And do you know what you’re going to be able to do to help the Vanderbilt?

MS. JEDRLINIC:

Quite frankly, this is my first experience doing something like this. 1 will say that I have brought
my children to the Vanderbilt Museum continually for the past ten years and | consider it to be a
miniature Museum of Natural History right around the corner. | went to a fundraiser about two
years ago and it's a great place. So | look forward to doing it.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
Legislator Carpenter.

LEGISLATOR CARPENTER:

Hi, nice to see you and thank you for accepting the challenge. If you are appointed | just have a
very practical question. You have checked on when the board meets and are able to make a
commitment to the meeting because they do monitor attendance?

MS. JEDRLINIC:
Sure. 1 think they meet on Thursday, I’'m not sure when they meet.
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LEGISLATOR CARPENTER:
Okay. Because that would be something | think is important to check.

MS. JEDRLINIC:
No, they meet in the evenings.

LEGISLATOR CARPENTER:
Oh, I’'m very much aware of that.

MS. JEDRLINIC:
I know they meet in the evenings once a month.

LEGISLATOR CARPENTER:

They do meet in the evenings and the meetings having been a member of the board many years
ago they meetings can go on, you know, pretty lengthily, but also there are committees that they
expect board members to participate in. So it’'s probably a commitment of two or three evenings
a month if you get involved in the committees. So it just would be important to know that before
you started that you could know exactly when it meets and that it isn’t a conflict for you, but
thank you.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
Anyone else? Legislator Cooper.

LEGISLATOR COOPER:

You may have answered this as to the best of your ability at this point, but | was just wondering
what drove you express interest in joining the Vanderbilt Museum Commission? | understand
that you’ve attended the museum and your children enjoy the museum, but it is a fair amount of
commitment on your part. And I’'m just wondering why you decided at this point to join and
exactly what it is that you believe that you can contribute to the commission?

MS. JEDRLINIC:

Well, quite frankly, a friend of my asked me if I would be interested in doing this and | thought I
would be. What I can contribute | don’t really know other than I have a lot of experience in
business and teaching now and I love the museum. That’s about it.

LEGISLATOR COOPER:
Well, thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
Legislator Carpenter.

LEGISLATOR CARPENTER:

I think your background as an educator and in advertising and marketing will be very, very
helpful because that’s one of the areas that | found that often times the museum was a little bit
lacking. Not so much the education, but in the marketing of the institution especially to those of
us who live on the south shore. So it’s that much more important | think for someone like
yourself who lives in Babylon and it’s going to be a little bit of a trip to go to those meetings over
in Centerport. But I think it’'s very important to keep that, you know, when people that you’'re
involved with on a daily basis hear of your involvement it will spark interest from those who live
on the south shore to get more involved.
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MS. JEDRLINIC:

That’s a good point because | kind of stumbled on the museum almost my accident just driving
around one day. And I know there have been a lot of improvements made to it over the last five
to six years.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
Legislator Nowick.

LEGISLATOR NOWICK:

You know Mary Anne, | always feel for somebody that’s standing there and being put on the spot
and being asked what can you do. But what you’re not even telling us is that -- I’'m hearing you
say you’ve been there with your children for ten years which says to me you’re very familiar with
the museum. You know what might be good for the museum and what not be because you are --
you actually go there so you’re not even hearing yourself and that’s what | like to hear. You've
been there, you go there; you’re with your family so to me that’s says you’re interested.

MS. JEDRLINIC:
Thank you.

LEGISLATOR NOWICK:
So | appreciate someone who’s knows about the museum.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
Legislator Alden.

LEGISLATOR ALDEN:

Hi. Thanks a lot for coming down and actually -- thank you for stepping up because really that’s
what we need is a lot of volunteers to get involved. | think it’s a real good partnership between
the public and governmental and even business. And it seems like you’re going to bring a little
bit of business background and a background in fundraising. And | hope you’re aware of like the
demands that are going to be put on you because the museum really needs to expand its
fundraising and, you know, as far as bringing dollars in whether they be grants from other
sources or just, you know, other ideas that we can run an educational program and actually bring
money in to pay for the educational program. And possibly, you know, a little bit left over to run
other types of programs in the museum. So if you’re bringing in that kind of background in there
I hope you were informed that those are some of the demands that are going to be made on you,
right?

MS. JEDRLINIC:
Well, to tell you the truth the idea of kind of dealing with a business aspect is very interesting to
me because that’s one thing that I miss in teaching.

LEGISLATOR ALDEN:

Good, because it is a museum and, you know, like we need people that are into the exhibits and
all that kind stuff, but we also need some business heads in there too. So | think you’d be a very
good addition to a trustee.

MS. JEDRLINIC:
Thank you.
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CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:

Anyone else? Okay. I'm going to make a motion to take 1161 out of order seconded by
Legislator Carpenter. All in favor? Opposed? Approved and | will make a motion to 1161
seconded by Legislator Carpenter. All in favor? Opposed? Approved. Thank you very much.
You are now officially a member --

LEGISLATOR CARPENTER:
No. Not yet.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
Oh, on Tuesday.

LEGISLATOR NOWICK:
It only gets easier.

MS. JEDRLINIC:
This is worst than going to a school board meeting.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
No, no, it’'s not. Believe me it’s not.

LEGISLATOR ALDEN:
The only problem you’re going to have is with your sponsor’'s name being on this. They’ll be a
little debate on that, but you’ll ultimately be approved | think.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:

And | would tell you that you do not have to be present at the meeting on Tuesday. Generally,
what we would like to do is have appointments and re-appointments come before the committee
so that we can pass on our recommendations to the full Legislature that we have interrogated
you. And we asked you some questions that we feel are sufficiently answered to appoint you as
member. So | think you’ll be fine and we appreciate especially the salary that you take as being
a member. So thank you very, very much.

MS. JEDRLINIC:
Thank you very much and have a great afternoon.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:

Thank you, you too. Okay. Commissioner Gordon I guess we’ll have you come up. All right the
first discussion that we have is the re-opening of County Parkland. Let me just say that when we
discussed that you’re going to close some parks we asked you at a couple of the meetings what it
would take to reopen them. And you responded that it would take being able to replace certain
members that you had lost and we checked with our Budget Review Office who stated that the
money was in your budget. And then you had a press conference saying that you were
reopening the County Parks. So as far as everyone here is concerned we were all under the
understanding that the parks would be reopened, services would resume. And that it was our
intent to have that followed through on so it was a surprise when | got a couple of calls from a
few of the campers saying that they were told to leave. They were there over the weekend and
were told that they had to leave at the close of day because the park would be closed or the
camping would be closed in the parkground.
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LEGISLATOR ALDEN:
Madam Chairman, could I just add one quick note to that?

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
Yes.

LEGISLATOR ALDEN:

I was a little bit dismayed because one of these complainants was a constituent of mine and
actually went further than just saying that they were asked to leave. They actually said, the park
iIs being closed and this is what they related to me was told to them by an employee at
Blydenburgh. The park is closed to campers between such a day and such a day and you have to
leave now and that’s because of the Suffolk County Legislator. So if you have a problem with
that | suggest you take it up with your Legislator.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:

And that was passed on to me from a couple of people and it is outrages especially after all that
we’ve been doing in this committee to try to get the parks open to our constituents. And the
name of the bill that we put in was directing the reopening of County Parks.

LEGISLATOR FOLEY:
It was at Blydenburgh?

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
Yes, it was Blydenburgh.

LEGISLATOR FOLEY:
Is there a superinten -- supervisor/superintendent at that park?

COMMISSIONER GORDON:
We have a park supervisor, yes.

LEGISLATOR FOLEY:

Okay. Does a park supervisor, if | may Madam Chair, communications | imagine flow from the
superintendent, the supervisor to the employees. | mean, this really is more than just
bothersome, you know, this committee has really worked hard for the Parks Department and
actually for the public to utilize our parks. Have you had the opportunity -- is this the first that
you’ve heard of --

COMMISSIONER GORDON:
No, no, it's not the first time.

LEGISLATOR FOLEY:
Well, I’ll wait for the chair, but if you could lend -- has this been pursued at all?

COMMISSIONER GORDON:
Yes.

LEGISLATOR FOLEY:

Okay. And could we, Madam Chair, whenever you’re ready to hear it, can you tell us how this
was pursued to, number one, correct that? And also to find out how that kind of, I guess won’t
say misinformation, but how that lie was perpetrated within that particular campground.
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CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:

Well, I think that | placed a called to Mr. Gaffney’s Office when | heard about it and they weren’t
even aware that the park was closed a couple of days a week. So that was very disconcerting.
And then | have a letter here that a constituent wrote that says that the closing of the
campgrounds makes it uncomfortable for many of the residents of Suffolk County who’ve used
the park grounds -- campgrounds seven days a week throughout. And over the years whereas
the park campgrounds have always been open seven days a week during the summer months.
The County is losing money by closing them where they have to leave and use state parks and
the state parks are open seven days a week for campers. And a couple of the people that |
spoke to said that they were going to move out east and go camping out there in a state park
campground and that money now is going to the state rather than to the County. And I know
we’ve talked about alternative parks funding, but if we’re going to turn around and say to our
constituents that we don’t want your money, but we’re going to take it in another way that’s
upsetting also.

There is a comment here from the same person who says that the Department of Parks has a
campground person living at the campsite seven days a week, 24 hours a day by the name of
Steve {Mobray} in his trailer from Florida. And apparently he looks out at the campgrounds and
just judging from comments that we’ve heard from people who utilize campgrounds that sounds
to me like the kind of constituent you want to use our facilities. And why we would turn them
away is beyond me, and why we would turn the revenue away is beyond me. So | guess I'm
going to ask how this possibly happened after we asked what it would take to reopen them and
have them utilized again.

COMMISSIONER GORDON:

Well, first of all 1 would just like to comment that none of the parks are closed. And going back
to either December or January when we were first talking about this issue in this body | made
comments about closing two park facilities completely where we could close and lock the gate
and not allow anybody in. | talked about taking the showmobile off the road because we didn’t
have enough staff to cover the showmobile. We have cutback drastically on the number of
special events that we do in the parks. Every year we do beach opening activities in all of our
park facilities. We have not done that this year and the reason that we have not done these
things is because of the lack of staff.

What we did when | said to reopen Lake Ronkonkoma and Sears Bellows County Park with the
minimum way we could accomplish that was hiring six laborers. Laborers, who are entry level
people on our career ladder. They’re not park supervisors they’re not people who necessarily
have lots of experience running campgrounds, running a major beach facility or the like. But it
did by hiring those six people we were able to move staff around and we did accomplish
reopening Sear Bellow which by the way -- Sears Bellows which by the way is opened seven days
a week. We made the decision not happily again, I mean, | would love to have all of these places
opened seven days a week with all of the normal activities that we do. We’d have loved to
continue with the special events programs that we have because that’s a marketing tool for us.

It helps us to get the word out about what we do in the parks. We couldn’t do it. | sat here last
year in front of this body and I told you | was making a commitment when | became
Commissioner to provide clean safe parks. This is the way we can do it by curtailing some of the
activities that we have. It's not as if we are not providing camping activities on a seven day a
week basis for people. We do have other locations that are open for people on seven days a
week. Some of them are more difficult to get into granted. Not everybody can get into Smith
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Point, but we’ve got Cedar Point in East Hampton. We’ve got Indian Island in Riverhead. They
are all open on a seven day a week operation. So for somebody to say that if they can’t go to
Blydenburgh they’re going out east to go to a state park we have County parks that are available
too.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
Without a waiting list?

COMMISSIONER GORDON:
I'm sorry.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
Without a waiting list seven days a week?

COMMISSIONER GORDON:

Yes. During the week, yes. Absolutely. We’ve got available sites during the week definitely. To
say that we have available sites all the time at Smith Point might be questionable that might not
be the case because that’s probably our most popular campground. But to address the issue that
happened at Blydenburgh, | was as disturbed as you were Legislator Foley about hearing that
because it should not have been said. And what | was told by the employee there was that there
was a camping patron in the office when somebody came to complain and the camping patron
made that comment. It was not an employee because if an employee had made that comment |
would have handled it myself because that is absolutely unacceptable to say it about Legislator,
to say it about me or to say about anybody including the County Executive.

LEGISLATOR FOLEY:
Madam Chair.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
Yes. One quick question. What does it take to reopen Lake Ronkonkoma County Park? What do
they do over there that you had to --

COMMISSIONER GORDON:

One of the issues that we have at Lake Ronkonkoma -- why we -- as you know it’s on the Lake
we do not provide lifeguard protection; that’'s a concern to allow people in there with not staff in
the park.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
So you don’t have staff in that park?

COMMISSIONER GORDON:
No. We do have staff in that park now.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
But what do they do?

COMMISSIONER GORDON:

They clean the park. They make sure the bathrooms are clean. We’ve got people that collect
money for the parking fee on the weekends.
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CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
Only on the weekends?

COMMISSIONER GORDON:
I'm sorry.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
Only on the weekends?

COMMISSIONER GORDON:
Only on the weekends. We only charge for parking on the weekends; we don’t charge during the
week.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
Okay. so what do they do there during the week clean it, clean the bathrooms, empty the
garbage?

COMMISSIONER GORDON:
But they’re just not at Lake Ronkonkoma. We’ve got other holdings around the area as well as
we do at all of our -- most of our facilities.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
Like what?

COMMISSIONER GORDON:
Stueben Blvd, | believe we have 30 some odd acres and | believe you have even gotten letters
from people up in that area concerning dumping issues.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
My problem is this, what would it take to collect some money at Blydenburgh and maybe not
have someone pick up the garbage that particular day for any hour or something, but be over --

COMMISSIONER GORDON:
Legislator Fields, | don’t feel comfortable having campers in the park on a twenty-four hour basis
and we’ve got no supervision in that park. Sunday’s we may have one full-time laborer --

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
What about the guy in the --

COMMISSIONER GORDON:
He’s a seasonal employee. He’s not a full-time park employee.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
But he’s still there.

COMMISSIONER GORDON:

Yes, he is, but I’'m not going to have a campground open with a seasonal employee making
decisions on how to deal with issues. | don’t think it’'s safe. It’s not safe.
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CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
Go ahead, you can.

LEGISLATOR ALDEN:

You were talking about Lake Ronkonkoma before. Okay. | would just appreciate it if you'd
looked into it a little bit further because the constituent that came in and made the complaint
about the parks being closed related to me that it was a park employee. And I’'m not sure how
he identified the person as a park employee whether they had, you know, like a badge on or a
uniform or something like that, but he was very, very clear. And very animated and very loud
about the fact that it was a park employee that placed it right at my, you know placed the blame
right on me for that park being closed.

COMMISSIONER GORDON:

Well, I did Legislator Alden and when | heard -- when | was told that it was a park patron | said
well, -- and | further questioned and what | was told was that the park patron was in the office
when this happened. So | assume, you know, somebody could have assumed being the fact that
they were in the office; it's a very small office over at Blydenburgh. They might have assumed
that they were employee -- an employee because they were inside the office.

LEGISLATOR ALDEN:
Okay. Just to go a couple of things further on Lake Ronkonkoma. Are these the only two that
are closed Blydenburgh and Lake Ronkonkoma?

COMMISSIONER GORDON:
No. Everything is opened, but we have curtained camping activity at West Hills, Blydenburgh,
Cathedral Pines and Southaven.

LEGISLATOR ALDEN:
Okay. Then --

COMMISSIONER GORDON:
Outside of holiday weeks, the Memorial Day week we were opened seven days. Fourth of July we
were open seven and we intend to be open seven days going into the Labor Day weekend.

LEGISLATOR ALDEN:
Okay. Just also for the record, | was a little surprise that we, you know, like curtailing anything
because | was under the impression, you know, after one of last meetings that --

COMMISSIONER GORDON:

We did send -- | have a copy of a press release that was sent throughout the County to all the
legislative offices with the schedule on it as it is on our website also. | mean, this is not
something that we were trying to hide believe me.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
But we did ask you in the committee meeting when we got that what would it take to change
this. What would it take to reopen them because it was because of that that we were concerned?

COMMISSIONER GORDON:

No. This came out -- this is not closing Lake Ronkonkoma and Sears Bellows. This is all the
parks being opened --
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CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
The schedule.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
-- with some curtailed activities.

CHAIRPERSON FIELDS:
And we asked what it would take to reopen them.

LEGISLATOR ALDEN:

Almost all the management except | think there is a couple that are being investigated for
criminal activity, but other than that all the management personnel is still in place. And | think
that’s what you told us at two Park Committee meetings. Do we need -- how many more
seasonals do we need to open up all these on a full-time basis?

COMMISSIONER GORDON:
I don’t need more seasonals. | need more experienced staff. | need park supervisors. | need
labor crew leader. | need people with some experience.

LEGISLATOR ALDEN:
Okay. Those people retired?

COMMISSIONER GORDON:
Yes. We had -- yes. People have retired. Yes. And we had additional retirements this year.

LEGISLATOR ALDEN:
How many did we have that retired this year?

COMMISSIONER GORDON:
| believe we had two. And again, seasoned people with experience.

LEGISLATOR ALDEN:
Okay. But how many is your staff then if you're saying you had two? And then these are
supervisors or these are like team leaders or what would you say?

COMMISSIONER GORDON:
Park Supervisor I, Il or IlI.

LEGISLATOR ALDEN:
Okay. And we had two of those that retired.

COMMISSIONER GORDON:
Um’hum.

LEGISLATOR ALDEN:
All right. Again, --

COMMISSIONER GORDON:
This is not necessarily just the staff in the park also -- not just necessarily the staff in the park.
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It also goes into the issue of us